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Ancient linguistic studies: Indian - Greek - Roman

What is meant by linguistic studies or linguistic thinking is to
look at any aspect of language, in any form, and this view is
general. It expanded the meaning of linguistic studies to
include every form of thinking about it, and some scholars
limit linguistic thinking to several specific aspects, first and
foremost the phonetic aspect, then the morphological aspect,
then the grammatical aspect, then the semantic aspect, and
then follow these aspects by looking at other linguistic topics
related to it. In the language, such as talking about its origin,
growth and development, and we also see some scholars
producing what is related to the literary or aesthetic aspects
of linguistic studies.

The concept of linguistic studies among Indians:

Perhaps the oldest civilizations that were concerned with the
study of language were the efforts of the Indians through
their interest in their language, “Sanskrit,” which was linked
to a sacred book known to them (the Vedas), at an advanced
stage of time dating back to between the twelfth and tenth
centuries BC. The most famous of their scholars was Panini,
the scholar who wrote the Holy Book and studied the rules of
that language. These rules were recorded in a book known as
the Eight Books. It is said that this book itself is the Vedas,
and this indicates the Indians’ interest in linguistic studies
before the middle of the first millennium BC.



This Indian linguistic research continued for several centuries,
until it can be said that it was contemporary with the Arab
civilization. This Indian linguistic research also influenced
European studies of the Sanskrit language since the year one
thousand eight hundred AD, when the Europeans discovered
it and revealed the relationship between it and their
languages, as the Western scholar “Robbins” says. In his book
(A Brief History of Linguistics in the West). The Indians
described their language at the phonological, grammatical
and lexical levels. Their efforts have emerged at the following
levels:

On the phonetic level:

The Indians classified the sounds of their language according
to their origins and characteristics.

- Notice the role of the two vocal chords in classifying it into
voiced and voiced.

- They classified the sounds of their language into consonants
and vowels.

On the grammatical level:
- Divide the word into: a noun, a verb and a letter.

- Classify the verbs according to tense into: past, present and
future.

- Classify the nouns according to number into: singular, dual
and plural.

At the semantic level:



- Pay attention to the relationship between the word and the
meaning.

At the lexical level:
- They wrote several Indian dictionaries.

- They prepared lists of difficult words in ancient sacred texts
and provided explanations for them, which are now called
subject dictionaries.

The concept of linguistic studies in Greece:

The Greeks took care of their language, especially
philosophers like Plato, Aristotle, Socrates, etc. The Greeks
had successful efforts in the field of linguistic research. They
were interested in studying the essence of the language and
its issues, and tried to uncover its secrets. Among these Greek
scholars are:

On the phonetic level:

They classified the sounds of their language into silent and
voiced and studied the tone.

On the grammatical level:

They classified the word into eight categories based on
linguistic and philosophical criteria: noun, verb, letter,
subject, object, pronoun, definite article, and conjunctions.

- Divide the noun according to number into: singular and
plural.



They divided the noun according to gender into: masculine,
feminine, and a third type they called “neuter.”

- Divide the verb according to tense.
- They knew the parsing and its signs.
At the semantic level:

- They paid great attention to the relationship of
pronunciation and meaning.

At the lexical level:

- They created dictionaries that arranged words according to
their topics.

The concept of linguistic studies among the
Romans:

The Romans are the heirs of Greek civilization. They were
students of their ancestors, Greek scholars, in linguistic study,



and they participated in it, beginning with their scholar,
Varro, in the second century BC.

The period from the year one hundred and sixteen (116) to
the year twenty-seven (27) BC, ending with their “Parshian”
world in the year five hundred (500) AD. Roman scholars
subjected all the phenomena of their Latin language to the
rules of the Greek language, and they also used its terms,
which were terms that had been used since the time of
Aristotle and were destined to remain thanks to the Romans,
and are still - to this day - found in grammar textbooks
despite their lack of agreement with the requirements. age.

Among the efforts of their scholar, Varro, was to combine the
eight types that the Greeks noted in the word into four
groups:

The first group: Arabized words, including: the noun and the
pronoun.

The second group: words with tense, and includes: verbs.

The third group: inflected words and tenses together, and
includes: the active and passive nouns.

As for the last group: they are words devoid of inflection and
tense, and include: structures.



