Limitations of Phrase Structure Grammar

        Phrase structure grammar is essentially a grammar of segmentation and categorization, it is a taxonomic model - a grammar of lists, an inventory of elements, and of class of sequences of elements. 
1. It fails to disambiguate all the ambiguities and understand all the synonymies.
     A. It doesn’t distinguish between sentences similar in structure and different in meaning:
Example:
1. The traffic was diverted by the police. 
2. The traffic was diverted by a country road. 
In sentence 1 `by the police' will be shown as a prepositional phrase consisting of a preposition, a determiner, and a noun, and in sentence 2 `by a country road' too will be shown as a prepositional phrase (prep + NP).
Example:
Jane hid the letter from Dan.
B. Its rules do not discover the interrelatedness of sentences
Example:
1. The police diverted the traffic.
2. The traffic was diverted by the police.
PS rules fail to show the relationship that connects 1 to 2. Thus, it would ignore semantic considerations.
2. It works with the surface structure but not the deep structure.
3. Although PSG is strong in giving structural description of the language, it is deficient in generative capacity. i.e. it does not stop the generation of ungrammatical sentences. 
4. PS grammar runs into difficulties in describing syntactic structures of questions, negatives, passives… etc. 
5. It is incapable of accounting for all the intentions of native speakers.
Conclusion:
PS grammar does not have the precision, simplicity, elegance, power, insight, and competence of Transformational Generative Grammar (TGG). 
