Phrase Structure Grammar (PSG) and Phrase Structure Rules (PSRs)
1. Phrase Structure Grammar (PSG)
Phrase Structure Grammar is a type of generative grammar in which constituent structures are represented by phrase structure rules or rewrite rules.
2. Phrase Structure Rules (PSRs)
Phrase structure rules are rules that determine: 

· What goes into a phrase (‘constituents’)

· How the constituents are ordered

· Constituent: is a word or group of words that functions as a unit and can make up larger grammatical units.
General schema:

X_____Y Z
“X consists of Y followed by Z”
Noun phrase (NP)
· John                     N
· the boy                 Det N
· a little boy            Det Adj N
· a boy in a bubble  Det N PP
	Phrase structure rule for NPs:    NP________ (Det) (Adj) N (PP)




 
where ‘( )’ indicates optionality
Prepositional phrase (PP)
In                                           P
In a garden                            P NP
 (
Phrase structure rule for PPs:
 PP__________ 
P
 NP
)from a boy in a bubble          P NP


Verb phrase (VP)

Sang                                        V
ate the cake                             V NP
ate the cake hungrily               V NP ADV
sang a song in the shower       V NP PP
fell into the pond slowly         V PP ADV
 (
Phrase structure rule for VPs:
   VP ________ 
V
 (NP) (PP) (ADV)
)


Sentence
A sentence:
· Must contain an NP and a VP
Example:    The dog barked.
The dog.           NP
Barked.             VP
Phrase structure rule for a sentence that has no auxiliary verb: S_________NP VP

· May contain an auxiliary verb
Example:    The dog will bark.
Phrase structure rule for a sentence containing an auxiliary verb: S_________NP (AUX) VP

