Noam Chomsky

1. Universal Grammar:
     Chomsky and his followers no longer use the term LAD (Language Acquisition Device), but refer to the child’s innate endowment as Universal Grammar (UG). The latter is a theory in Linguistics, usually credited to Noam Chomsky, proposing that the ability to learn grammar is hard wired into the brain. The theory suggests that linguistic ability manifests itself without being taught, and that there are properties that all natural human languages share.
A. Universal Grammar Arguments:
· Poverty of the stimulus.
· Constraints and principles can not be learned.
· Patterns of development are universal.
B. Competence and Performance:
Competence refers to a speaker’s knowledge of his language as manifest in his ability to produce and to understand a theoretically infinite number of sentences most of which he may have never seen or heard before, it can not be observed. Performance refers to the specific utterances, including grammatical mistakes and non- linguistic features like hesitations, accompanying the use of language.
2. Generative Grammar:
Generative Grammar is a grammar in which set of formal rules are used to generate or define the membership of an infinite set of grammatical sentences in a language. Instead of analyzing a single sentence, this grammar devises a set of rules of construction that may help in generating sentences or structures in an infinitely large number. This grammar attempts to produce all and only grammatical sentences of language.
A. Deep structure and Surface structure
According to Generativists, each sentence has two levels of representation: DS and SS. The deep structure gives the semantic component of a sentence , and was mapped onto the surface structure (gives the proper phonological information to express that thought (words you hear or read) ) via transformations. 
Example:

The following two sentences differ in the surface structure (SS), but share the same deep structure (DS) or meaning:
Charlie broke the window.
The window was broken by Charlie.

