                                                                      Parts of Spee0ch: A General Overview

Introduction:                                                                                                                                                          There are thousands of words in any language, but not all words have the same job. For example, some words express "action", some words name "things", and other words "join" one word to another word. When we want to build a sentence, we use the different types of words.                                                                                                                              Traditional grammar classifies words based on eight or nine parts of speech.  These groups are traditionally called parts of speech and are today referred to as lexical categories or word classes. The following terms comprise the most basic grammar terminology every English user must be familiar with in order to understand how language works to create meaning.

Nouns (success), verbs (succeed), adjectives (successful), adverbs (successfully) and interjections (wow!) are sub-grouped into content words, namely, words that provide the concepts and ideas underlying the sentence. Content words are constantly being added to or removed from the language (an open word class), as changing usage patterns influence dynamic changes in a language's vocabulary. 

Conversely, Determiners (the), pronouns (we), prepositions (at) and conjunctions (and) are sub-grouped into structure words, whose number almost always stays constant in a language (closed word class). These are words that tie the content words together into a grammatically correct sentence and reflect the inner grammar rules of the language structure. These, as opposed to content words, change very slowly, if at all, throughout a language's history.

It is vital for any English writer to be familiar with the parts of speech in order to have the terminology to study and analyze the language and identify mistakes in writing.
  Each part of speech explains not what the word is, but how the word is used. In fact, the same word can be a noun in one sentence and a verb or adjective in the next. So, it's quite important to recognize parts of speech. This helps you to analyze sentences and understand them. It also helps you to construct good sentences.                                                                            

  The following examples show how one part of speech can change from one sentence to the next.                                                                                                                                                          Books are made of ink, paper, and glue.                                                                                                            In this sentence, "books" is a noun, the subject of the sentence.

Deborah waits patiently while Bridget books the tickets.                                                                              Here "books" is a verb, and its subject is "Bridget."

We walk down the street.                                                                                                                                   In this sentence, "walk" is a verb, and its subject is the pronoun "we."

The mail carrier stood on the walk.                                                                                                                     In this example, "walk" is a noun, which is part of a prepositional phrase describing where the mail carrier stood.

The town decided to build a new jail.                                                                                                                        Here "jail" is a noun, which is the object of the infinitive phrase "to build."

The sheriff told us that if we did not leave town immediately he would jail us.                                                Here "jail" is part of the compound verb "would jail."
They heard high pitched cries in the middle of the night.                                                                                           In this sentence, "cries" is a noun acting as the direct object of the verb "heard."

The baby cries all night long and all day long.                                                                                                            But here "cries" is a verb that describes the actions of the subject of the sentence, the baby.

1-Nouns                                                                                                                                                                              A noun is a word that denotes a person, place, or thing. In a sentence, nouns answer the questions who and what.

Example: The dog ran after the ball. 
2-Pronouns                                                                                                                                                                      A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun in a sentence.                                                                           Example: She decided to go to a movie.                                                                                                             Example: She planned to ask him for an interview.

	Subjectif and Object Pronouns

	Subject Pronouns
	Object Pronouns

	I
	Me

	We
	Us

	You
	You

	She
	Her

	He
	Him

	It
	It

	They
	Them 

	
	


3-Articles                                                                                                                                                                      Articles include a, an, and the. They precede a noun or a noun phrase in a sentence.
Example 1: They wanted a house with a big porch.

Example 2: He bought the blue sweater on sale.
4-Adjectives                                                                                                                                                                   An adjective is a word that modifies, or describes, a noun or pronoun. Adjectives may precede nouns, or they may appear after a form of the reflexive verb to be (am, are, is, was, etc.).
Example 1: We live in the red brick house.

Example 2: She is tall for her age.
5-Verbs                                                                                                                                                                              A verb is a word that denotes action, or a state of being, in a sentence.

Example 1: Beth rides the bus every day.

Example 2: Paul was an avid reader.

Example 2: Jackson was studying when I saw him last.

6-Adverbs

Just as adjectives modify nouns, adverbs modify, or further describe, verbs. Adverbs may also modify adjectives. Many, though not all, adverbs end in -ly.

Example 1: He waved wildly to get her attention.                                                                                              Example 2: The shirt he wore to the party was extremely bright.

7-Conjunctions                                                                                                                                                           A conjunction is a word that joins two independent clauses, or sentences, together.

Example 1: Ellen wanted to take drive into the city, but the cost of gasoline was too high.

Example 2: Richard planned to study abroad in Japan, so he decided to learn the language.                             In the examples above, both but and so are conjunctions. They join two complete sentences with the help of a comma. And, but, for, or, nor, so, and yet can all act as conjunctions.

8-Prepositions

Prepositions work in combination with a noun or pronoun to create phrases that modify verbs, nouns/pronouns, or adjectives. Prepositional phrases convey a spatial, temporal, or directional meaning.

Example 1: Ivy climbed up the brick wall of the house.

Below is a list of prepositions in the English language:

Aboard, about, above, across, after, against, along, amid, among, around, at, before, behind, below, beneath, beside, between, beyond, by, down, during, except, for, from, in, into, like, near, of, off, on, onto, out, over, past, since, through, throughout, to, toward, under, underneath, until, unto, up, upon, with, within, without.
9-Interjections                                                                                                                                               Interjections are words or phrases used to exclaim or protest or command. They sometimes stand by themselves, but they are often contained within larger structures.

· Wow! I won the lottery! 

· Oh, I don't know about that. 

· No, you shouldn't have done that.

Most mild interjections are treated as parenthetical elements and set off from the rest of the sentence with a comma or set of commas. If the interjection is more forceful, however, it is followed with an exclamation mark. Interjections are rarely used in formal or academic writing.

Legal Information
Copyright ©1995-2009 by The Writing Lab & The OWL at Purdue and Purdue University. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, reproduced, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed without permission. Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our terms and conditions of fair use.

The Writing Lab & OWL at Purdue University care about accessiblity and content quality. Contact Dana Driscoll to share your comments and concerns. The OWL at Purdue now conforms to W3C.org-validated XHTML 1.0 Strict and CSS 2.0 standards. Additionally, the site passes the Cynthia Says test for ADA Section 508 compliance. We also recommend updating your Web browser to the very latest version available (the OWL at Purdue recommends the free, open-source Mozilla Firefox). Please report any technical problems you encounter. 

