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Linguistic efforts among Arabs

First: The beginning of linguistic studies among the Arabs

After the Arabs wrote down the Prophet’s hadith and wrote
books on Islamic jurisprudence and Qur’anic interpretation, scholars
tended to record non-legal sciences such as grammar and language,
even if they were not intended for their own sake, but rather as a
servant of the Qur’anic text, including Abu Al-Aswad Al-Du’ali’s
attempt to control the Qur’an in its form.

Linguists have begun to collect linguistic material ( the language)
through word of mouth, then classify and classify it. Thus, these
efforts culminated in organized Arabic dictionaries. Grammatical
research began later than language collection. There is a difference of
opinion regarding the first creator of Arabic grammar as to whether
Abu Al-Aswad Al-Du'ali, or Ali bin Abi Talib, or Omar bin Al-Khattab,
or Ziyad bin Abih was the one who moved Abu Al-Aswad Al-Du'ali to
create grammar.

Second: phonetic search

Arab linguists dealt with phonetic studies mixed with other sciences.
As for grammarians, Sibawayh dealt with assimilation at the end of
his book “Al-Kitab” and Al-Mubarrad dealt with it in his book “Al-
Mugtadib.” Lexicographers also dealt with some phonetic problems,
and focused on this type of studies in dictionaries that were arranged
in phonetic order such as “ “Al-Ain” dictionary, the introduction to
which dealt with phonetic problems such as the phonetic
arrangement of letters and the articulation of sounds, while “Al-
Jamhara” dictionary added to that talk about letters that rhyme and
do not rhyme in the Arabic word.

The scholars of Tajweed, Qur’anic recitation, and authors also
contributed to the miracle of the Qur’an and the sciences of rhetoric,
who enriched phonetic research with studies related to the



dissonance and harmony of sounds and talking about the exits of
sounds. The first to single out phonetic studies in an independent
author was lbn Jinni in his book “The Secret of Syntactic Art,” and lbn
Sina had a work Included under phonetic study is his treatise “The
Reasons for the Occurrence of Letters.”

Third: Grammar and Morphology

In its early infancy, morphology was integrated within the chapter on
grammar, and Sibawayh, the imam of grammarians, collected their
discussions in his book known as “Al-Kitab.” Those who followed him
did not develop this knowledge to a sufficient extent, and many
linguistic studies after him turned into mere explanations of it, and
Al-Khalil bin Ahmad preferred in “Al-Kitab” It is not denied, and in the
same period that Al-Khalil and Sibawayh were spreading their
knowledge in the city of Basra, two other scholars were found in
Kufa: Abu Jaafar Al-Rawasi, who compiled a book called “Al-Faisal,”
and Moaz Al-Haraha, who dabbled in morphology until it was said
that he was its author. After that, the grammarians of Basra and Kufa
walked side by side. They competed in research and production.

Among the grammarians of Basra were Al-Akhfash Saeed bin Masada,
Qatrub Al-Mazni, and Al-Mubarrad. The Kufa grammarians include Al-
Kasa’i, Al-Farra’, and Ibn Al-Sakit. During their period, linguistic
research flourished, and complete books that dealt with grammar
appeared, such as Al-Mugqtasib by Al-Mubarrad. In this period,
grammar was separated from morphology at the hands of Abu
Othman Al-Mazni, who wrote “Al-Tasrif.”

After the third century AH, other countries and cities competed with
Basra and Kufa in grammatical studies. The most famous of them



were Egypt, Morocco, and Andalusia. The scholars of these countries
tended to present and criticize the sects of Basra and Kufa. Among
the most famous grammarians of this stage were: Al-Zajjaj, lbn Al-
Sarraj, Al-Serafi, Abu Ali Al-Farsi, and Al-Rummani.

Fourth: The dictionary

Lexical work is the most difficult activity of linguistics, because the
lexicographer deals with an open phenomenon, and trying to limit
the words of a living language is almost impossible. One of the
conditions of the dictionary is comprehensiveness and arrangement.
The Arabs, ancient and modern, have been distinguished by their
creativity in the forms of their dictionaries and the methods of
classifying them - when they noticed the two sides of the word
“pronunciation and meaning” - so they arranged their dictionaries
either according to the word (dictionaries of words) or according to
the meanings (dictionaries of meanings), and they competed in
dictionaries of words unlike dictionaries. Meanings.

A - Dictionaries of words: They are dictionaries whose linguistic
material is arranged according to words, and they are divided
according to the priority of the arrangement of the words of their
linguistic material into the phonetic ordering school; And the school
of alphabetical order; The school is arranged according to buildings.

B - Arranging words in meaning dictionaries according to topics. The
beginnings were in small booklets, each of which dealt with one
topic. Works that collected more than one topic in one volume also
appeared, such as “Al-Alfaz” by Ibn al-Sakit. One of the most
important works in this field is “Al-Mukhsas” by Ibn Sayyidah. This
last dictionary is considered the most comprehensive dictionary
arranged according to meanings, in which lbn Sayyidah used all the
dictionaries written before him.






