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Course III: Major Lieterary Movements 

1. Romanticism  

 

 

2. Naturalism 

Naturalism was a literary movement that evolved in mid-19th-century France, in reaction to the sentimental 

imagination of Romanticism. Rather than depicting an idealized world, naturalism focused on the harsh lives of 

those in the lowest social strata. It had much in common with realism, which sought to present an accurate 
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evocation of ordinary life, as exemplified in Gustave Flaubert’s Madame Bovary. Naturalism had similar literary 

ambitions and used detailed realism, but was rooted in the theory that humans are unable to transcend the impact 

of their environment. Therefore, naturalist authors applied quasi-scientific. The leading figure of the naturalist 

movement was the French writer Emile Zola. 

3. Realism 
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4. Modernism  

 

 


